[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]























































Rationale:

All students and staff have the right to attend school each day without the worry of their teaching/ learning being affected by an endemic infestation of headlice within the school community.

Aim:

To ensure that all staff and students are protected from the infestation of headlice by promptly notifying parents of headlice in their child’s hair and the student’s class, and informing parents/ caregivers of the correct preventative procedures to be undertaken by parents/ caregivers.

Outcomes:

•
Student attendance at school will increase due to absences caused through 

headlice being reduced;

•
Parents/ caregivers are fully aware of school policy regarding headlice and 

nits;

•
Parents/ caregivers implement correct procedures for eradicating headlice and 

nits from their child’s hair.

  Implementation:

•
Teachers are to be mindful that headlice and nits are recurrent throughout the 

school year and so should be vigilant in their observation of students within 

their supervisory role.

•
When a student is suspected of having headlice / nit the whole class will 

issued with a letter informing their parents/ caregivers that headlice are 

evident in the classroom. This letter will be organised by the office staff and distributed to the classes as required.


•
The infected student’s parents will be contacted by the office staff and requested to 

collect their child from school and to treat their hair immediately. If the student’s 

parents are not contactable the student will be returned to class.

•
The school will regularly publish correct procedures for dealing with headlice and 

nits in the school newsletter.
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Dear Parents/ Caregivers,

This letter is to inform you that headlice and nits are evident in your child’s class.

We recommend that you:

•
look through your child’s hair tonight to see if headlice/ nits are evident;

•
treat everyone’s hair in the family with the special headlice/ nit treatment 

available from your chemist;


•
wash all bedlinen, brushes, combs and hair accessories at the same time (optional).

If your child has eggs, they must be removed by thorough combing and picking out the eggs out of the hair with your fingers.

A warm solution of water and white vinegar rinsed through the hair assist this process. 

Hair conditioner applied directly to the hair and combed through using a very fine comb also aids in effectively removing nits from your child’s hair.

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Ms A Schuette

Principal



























































Dear Parents/ Caregivers,

It was determined today that your child _________________________ in class ______________________ has headlice or nits.

It is advised that you check your child’s hair tonight and treat their hair for this condition.

Please read the following recommended procedures for eradicating headlice/ nits:

•
Check your child’s hair in direct sunlight. Look at the nape of your child’s 

neck and behind the ears first. Nits look like specs of dandruff which have 

stuck to the individual hairs near the scalp. If you try to remove it with your 

finger it will not budge.

•
If your child has headlice (the adult animal which lays eggs) or nits (the eggs 

of the adult) then you need to treat your child’s hair with a  recommended 

solution. Shampoo will not work. Kerosene or similar liquids are not to be used. It is important to follow the instructions on the headlice treatment exactly as described. It has been advised that the solution should be initially applied to dry hair.

•
Everyone in the household should also be treated including parents.

•
All clothes currently being worn need to be washed along with current 

bedlinen. Place pillows and doonas in the sun. (Optional)

•
Towels and face washers also need to be washed. (Optional)

•
 All hair accessories eg brushes, combs, scrunchies, scarves etc need to be 

washed in hot water.

• 
Soft toys should be sealed in a plastic bag if they can’t be washed for 2 

weeks. 

•
Vacuum all lounges and carpet areas. (Optional)

•
When the hair has been treated, all eggs need to be removed from your child’s 

hair before they can return to school. This is a tedious and time consuming 

task. It is best done in the sunlight where you will be able to see the eggs more easily. A special fine tooth comb is available for purchase to assist in this procedure but fingers are generally the best. To assist in the removal of the eggs a warm solution of white vinegar and water will assist in dissolving the glue which holds the eggs to the hair.

•
When all eggs have been removed your child is permitted to return to school.

• 
It is strongly advised that you repeat these procedures in 7 days as eggs missed 

in this process will hatch at about this time.

•
Please remember that headlice is highly contagious. We will only be able to reduce 

the incidence of headlice if everyone in the school follows these procedures and informs us when they are aware that their child has headlice.

The school can provide pamphlets in regard to information about headlice.

Yours sincerely,

Ms A Schuette

Principal
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